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always the stoutest stay of the afflicted, and the sweetest dream
of life. To maintain it, she secretly equipped a trusty servant,
and sent him out for tidings, over sea into the Holy Land. Like
the raven from the Ark, this scout flew to and fro upon the waters,
and was no more heard of. Then she sent another forth; who
returned after several years' cruising over sea and land ; but no-
olive-leaf of hope was in Ms bill. Nevertheless the steadfast lady
doubted not in the least that she should yet meet her lord in the
land of the living: for she had a firm persuasion that so tender
and true a husband could not possibly have left the world without
in the catastrophe remembering his wife and little children at
home, and giving them some token of his death. Now, since
the Count's departure, there had nothing happened in the Castle;
neither in the armoury by rattling of the harness, nor in the garret
by a rolling joist, nor in the bed-chamber by a faint footstep, or
heavy-booted tread. Nor had any nightly moaning chanted its
Nania down from the high battlements of the palace; nor had
the baleful bird Kreideweiss ever issued its lugubrious death-
summons. In the absence of all these signs of evil omen, she in-
fei red by the principles of female common-sense philosophy, which
eve n in onr own times are by no means fallen into such desuetude
among the fair sex, as Father Aristotle's Organum is among the
male, that her much-loved husband was still living; a conclusion,
which we know was perfectly correct. The fruitless issue of her
first two missions of discovery, the object of which was more im-
portant to her than the finding of the Southern Polar Continent
is to us, she allowed not in the least to deter her from sending
out a third Apostle into All the "World. This third was of a slow
turn, and had imprinted on his mind the adage, As soon gets the
snail to his led as the swalloiD; therefore he called at every inn,
and treated himself well. And it being infinitely more convenient
that the people whom he was to question about his master should
come to him, than that he should go tracking and spying them
out in the wide world, he determined on choosing a position where
he could examine every passenger from the East, with the inso-
lent inquisitiveness of a toll-man behind his barrier; and fixed
his quarters by the harbour of Venice. This Queen of the "Waters
was at that time, as it were, the general gate, which all pilgrims and
crusaders from the Holy Land passed through in their way home.
"Whether this shrewd genius chose the best or the worst means
for discharging his appointed function, will appear in the sequel.